
TexTexTexTex’’’’s Backpacks Backpacks Backpacks Backpack    
 

Tex is a teddy bear who will be traveling the U.S.  On each stop he will collect a 
small memento, and like any teddy bear, he needs a place to store his treasure. 

 

  
 
Size: sized to fit a bear 9” tall 
 
Finished Measurements: 
Width: 9” 
Height: 6” (with flap closed) 
 
Materials: 
Aurora Yarn Bee super bulky ribbon yarn (polyester) 
Two (2) skeins Arctic Night (1400) – this project took only a foot or so more than 1 
skein; if the flap or straps were shortened slightly, 1 skein would suffice 
Size US11 (8mm) straight needles  
Two (2) size US11 (8mm) double pointed needles (DPNs) 
Tapestry needle 
 
Gauge: 11 stitches = 4 inches / 10mm in garter stitch (row gauge is unimportant)* 
 
*Note:  As this project is intended to be custom fit to your bear, determining stitch gauge 
is vital.  If you obtain a different gauge and prefer that look, adjust your stitch amount 
accordingly. 
 
 



 
Body 
Cast on 19 stitches.* 
 
*Note:  My goal with sizing was to ensure postcards could be placed inside without any 
damage, as well as any oddly shaped mementos. 
 
Knit in garter stitch for 18”.* 
 
*Note:  This was the length I chose.  After 12”, check the length frequently to determine 
the acceptable flap length.  If your bear is larger or smaller, adjust size of body and 
sides accordingly. 
 
BO. 
 
Sides (make 2) 
 
Cast on 5 stitches. 
 
Knit in garter stitch for 6”. 
 
BO. 
 

 
 
Note:  The body is shown folded as it would be with the sides sewn on. 
 



Piecing 
 
Sew the sides to the body, starting at one corner of the body and sewing around 3 
edges of the sides.  There will be nearly 6” of the body not sewn to the sides; this forms 
the flap for the backpack. 
 

 
Straps (make 2) 
 
Place the backpack against the bear’s back, positioning it as you would like it when he 
is wearing the backpack.  Mark where you want the straps to begin and end.  Where 
you’ve marked for the beginning at the shoulder, pick up 3 stitches with a DPN. 
 
Knit in garter stitch (using the DPNs like straight needles) for 6 rows. 
 
Begin knitting I-cord shoulder strap.  Knit for the desired distance (so that the strap just 
fits around the bear’s arm and reaches the desired end point. 
 
BO, leaving enough length of yarn to sew the strap to the body at the desired end point. 
 

Your teddy is now ready to see the world! 
 

Copyright ©2008 Jen Johnson, all rights reserved. For personal use only. Please do not photocopy, scan 
and email, or reproduce by any other means. Feel free to provide the link to the pattern on my blog 

(http://sarahwinchesteroffiberarts.wordpress.com/2008/07/24/tex-the-traveling-teddy/) at will! If you 

have any questions, you may always contact me by leaving a comment on my blog. Thank you and enjoy! 


