
The Accidental Hat 
 

(When a backpack becomes a hat.) 
 

I was working on a backpack for my daughter’s traveling teddy bear.  I planned to make 
a felted drawstring bag, but once I had it knit up, one of my fellow Knotty Girl Knitters 

took one look and said, “That’s a really cute hat!”  
 

 
 

And so it is. 
 

Size:  Adult (one size fits all) 
Finished Measurements: 
 Height:  7.25” (with natural roll of brim) 
 Circumference:  26” 
Materials: 
 Cascade Yarns Nikki (super bulky 100% wool) – 1 skein 
 (1) Size US10.5 circular needles (17 in) 
 Set of Size US10.5 double pointed needles (DPNs) 
 Tapestry needle 



Gauge:  13 sts and 20 rows = 4” in stockinette stitch 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
 

• With circular needles, cast on 72 stitches.  Join in a round, being careful not to twist. 

• Knit in the round for 7.5”, stopping once you’ve reached the beginning of a round. 

• Begin decreases.  NOTE:  It’s not essential to begin the decreases exactly at the 

beginning of a round.  If, for example, you’re decreasing every 5 stitches and there are 

only 4 stitches left in the round, go ahead and complete that decrease and then start the 

new decrease.  Switch to DPNs when too few stitches remain to stretch around the 

circular needle. 

o *K2tog, K6, repeat from * for 2 rounds 

o *K2tog, K5, repeat from * for 2 rounds 

o *K2tog, K4, repeat from * for 2 rounds 

o *K2tog, K3, repeat from * for 2 rounds 

o *K2tog, K2, repeat from * for 2 rounds 

o *K2tog, K1, repeat from * until 5 stitches are left on the needles 

• Cut yarn, leaving a tail long enough to thread through the tapestry needle.  Run the 

needle through the 5 stitches left on the DPNs and remove the needles.  Pull the thread 

tight and tie off inside the hat. 

• Weave in ends. 

Wear and enjoy! 
 

 
 
Copyright ©2008 Jen Johnson, all rights reserved. For personal use only. Please do not photocopy, scan and email, or reproduce by 
any other means. Feel free to provide the link to the pattern on my blog 
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